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The Three Dangerous Magi 


HOME BIO BOOKS WORKSHOPS, SESSIONS, & CONTACT INFLUENCES A NATURAL AWAKENING 

THE THREE DANGEROUS MAGI RUDE AWAKENING THE INNER LIGHT THE NATURE OF ENLIGHTENMENT THE TEN BULLS OF ZEN 
SEVEN SAGES PART I SEVEN SAGES PART II PSYCHOSPIRITUAL ALCHEMY THE SIX LEVELS OF MIND THE PRE-TRANS FALLACY 

KEY ELEMENTS OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY THE TRUTH IS NOT WITHIN SHIVA AND CONSCIOUSNESS ESSAYS I ESSAYS I 


ESSAYS~III ESSAYS ON THE SHADOW WHY REMARKABLE MEN RARELY MEET LORE OF THE MAGI MISCELLANIA 


The Three Dangerous Magi: Osho, Gurdjieff, Crowley, examines the lives, teachings, and influence of 


three of the most controversial, important, and interesting 'crazy wisdom' teachers of the 20th 
century. It was published by O-Books (now Axis Mundi Books) in December 2010 and is 
available in major bookstores and via Amazon. 


Despite the consistent focus and research required to produce a work like this (230,000 words 
and 714 pages), ultimately it was not hard for me to write, because the subject matter is 
absorbing and juicy (in contrast to the repetitive dryness of so much of the written material 
concerning transformational inner work). Crazy-wisdom type teachers, at least those of an 
impactful and influential nature, are profoundly interesting, if only because they run counter to 
the mass doctrines of religious programming that in large part is concerned with dividing human 
beings inwardly via a morally simplistic dualism. This simple-mindedness shows up a great deal 
in so-called 'new age’ teachings, with their tiresome ‘warriors of the light' mentality and tendency 
to perpetuate standard Christian programming that ultimately reinforces the repression of the 
nastier, more hidden elements of the ego (what Jung called the 'shadow’, essentially). The Great 
Work lies in the uniting of Opposites (a work that often is necessarily antinomian), and more 
subtly in the embracing of paradox, not in 'division for morality's sake’. I address some of these 
matters in my forthcoming work, Rude Awakening. 


As to the matter of what exactly 'crazy wisdom’ is, the term technically derives from the Tibetan 
yeshe cholwa, which means roughly 'wisdom gone wild’. The Indian equivalent of the Tibetan 
crazy wisdom teacher is the avadhuta, a term that refers to a wandering mystic who flaunts 
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P.D. Ouspensky, William Patrick Patterson's Struggle of the Magicians is best. 


As for Osho, I had written in the book that he had 'never mentioned Crowley’ in his two decades 
of daily discourses, but in fact he did, albeit very briefly, in 1977, in a Darshan Diary later 
published under the title The Buddha Disease. This latter was pointed out by an Osho disciple who 
posted at LAShTAL.com a few months after The Three Dangerous Magi was released. Also, I 
would be remiss to not mention that I refer in the book (in Chapter 10) to an Oregon 
congressman, Jim Weaver, who reported his discovery of ‘nitrous oxide spigots' by Osho's 
bedside after Osho had vacated his Rajneeshpuram residence in Oregon. What I neglected to add 
is that these spigots may simply have been for Osho's asthma; in addition, Weaver has been 
shown by other erroneous claims to have not been a credibly unbiased observer. (This does not 
negate the reality that Osho used nitrous oxide, that is indisputable. The unresolved question is 
to what extent he did. The accompanying question, of course, is to what extent the whole matter 
is even relevant. These matters were certainly not meant to be resolved in the book, but rather to 
operate as 'reflective tools' to enable us to examine our own inner process). 


As someone who was an Osho disciple for many years while the master lived, I recognize that my 
doubting of Osho's ‘full enlightenment' (as I state at the close of Chapter 3) renders me a heretic 
in orthodox sannyasin eyes, and one might also question how many times I cite the psychiatrist 
Anthony Storr in Chapter 3, regarding Osho's awakening process in 1953, but I think the need for 
all students of Osho's work to lean toward an evolutionary edge -- something that frequently 


involves questioning the 'unquestionable' -- far transcends sentimental loyalism. This applies 
equally for Thelemites and students of the Gurdjieff Work. 'All this and more you shall 
accomplish’. 


As for biographies on Osho, as I mention in the book these are mostly divided between the 
apologists and the cynics. There are hardly any comprehensive treatments of his life that seek out 
some sort of objective ground (my own work may be one of the few, though most would see me 
leaning more toward the apologist's camp). Best of the lot is Sam's Life of Osho, written by a 
former disciple who was deeply familiar with and sympathetic toward the master and his work, 
but who maintained some sense of a critical eye. Vasant Joshi's recent effort The Luminous 

Rebel (2010) is perhaps the first full biography on Osho to emerge in a long time. It is written 
with great sincerity and affection, but is the work of a devotee, and as such lacks any critical 
appraisal. I remain somewhat astonished at the utter dearth of objective biographies on this man, 
as his life and teaching is every bit as substantial, edgy, and interesting as that of Crowley and 
Gurdjieff, and he was more influential in a broader way. I predict that these biographies will be 
coming. Most biogs on Crowley appeared (outside of John Symonds' work) between 25 and 60 
years after his passing. The best biogs on Gurdjieff appeared between 30 and 50 years after his 
passing. If that trends holds for Osho, major studies of his life should be around the corner, given 
that he passed on in 1990. It seems to take about the length of time for one to two generations to 
move on, or up to an older age bracket, to properly evaluate larger than life characters. 


There were some omissions in the Acknowledgments, most glaring of which was my failure to 
mention The Aleister Crowley Society, which via its excellent website (LAShTAL.com) I obtained 
many useful insights and dialogue. Chapter 13 of the book, devoted mostly to the famous 
encounter between Crowley and Gurdjieff in 1926, was in part influenced and shaped by some of 
my dialogues on the Society's message board in the summer of 2009. In addition, I failed to 
acknowledge my friend Swami Parva, who provided me with some useful information on Osho 
and Gurdjieff. Also deserving mention was my old friend and long time Ordo Templi Orientis 
initiate Vince Evans, who first introduced me to Crowley back in 1975 while high school buddies 
in Montreal, and Edward Fanaberia, my first teacher in the Gurdjieff Work (1982) and probably 
my first legitimate spiritual guide. 


The matter of 'dangerous magi’ has not been entirely understood. 'Dangerous' refers, of course, to 
‘danger’ to the status quo (particularly to established religious doctrine, and the need for 'three 
new wise men’ to bear witness to a ‘new star’ in a highly dangerous time), and more subtly, to the 
risks involved in keeping company with such teachers -- although as should be clear from my 
writing in the book, I am of the view that such 'danger' is chiefly to one's own ego and its precious 
needs to control one's small world. There were certainly other 20th century ‘dangerous’ teachers, 
any one of whom is worthy of a full length study: U.G. Krishnamurti, Adi Da Samraj, Chogyam 
Trungpa, Lee Lozowick, and further back in time, rogues like Blavatsky, Mathers, 

Leadbeater, and Rasputin. The matter of ‘hidden fellowships' is something I see largely as 
teaching-allegory, but is a worthy area of study for any drawn in such a direction. I may write 
about such matters more fully in the future, but for now the reader could do worse than by 


looking at J.G. Bennett's The Masters of Wisdom, or Ernest Scott's The People of the Secret. 


All said, I am satisfied with The Three Dangerous Magi, and the feedback I've gotten on it thus 
far has been almost unanimously positive. For many years I ran personal growth communities 
(inwardly mystery schools, outwardly social environments to support inner awakening), and have 
always had passion for bringing things together. The ‘crazy wisdom’ teachers in particular can be 
difficult to 'bring together’, and it is perhaps presumptuous to even try to owing to their intensely 
charismatic individuality, but I believe there is merit in such attempts, if only to counter the silly 
distortions and lazy projections the lives and work of such teachers are so commonly subject to. 


http://www. ptmistlberger.com/the-three-dangerous-magi.php 


17/02/2014 01:40 





An accurate, insightful, and fascinating discussion o: 
three of the strangest spiritual teachers ever to come 
the public eye. Richard Smoley, author of The Dic 
Game of Shiva, and Inner Christianity 


An extraordinary comparative religious study from 


someone who knows his stuff. Considering its comp! 
and contentious subject matter, this book is written 
just with deep experiential knowledge but with 
simplicity: one of the most informative and enjoyabl 
books of comparative religion I have ever read. 
Fortean Times 


A fascinating book about three hugely intriguing, 
larger-than-life, spiritual rascals. Timothy Freke, 
author of The Jesus Mysteries, and How Long is No 


The Three Dangerous Magi is a magnificent book, t] 
result of decades of research and personal immersio 
in the off-beat, mystical worlds of inner 
transformation. I can't recommend it highly enough 
Andy Lloyd, author of Dark Star and Ezekiel One 


An astoundingly comprehensive analysis of three of 
most influential spiritual leaders of the last hundred 
years. It not only compares and contrasts their 
personalities and practices, but puts them into the 
context of their predecessors, milieus, and eras, 
resulting in astute and literate realizations that mak 
this book both intriguing and a delight, transcending 
the individuals and leaving true insight into the 
ultimate meaning of their work. Donald Michael 
Kraig, author of Modern Magick 


If you want a wonderfully readable book about the 
sensational lives of these charismatic teachers, then 
this is clearly the book for you. But there is far more 
here than simple biography. There is history and soc 
background, psychology, religion and mysticism. It 1 
an in-depth study of what it means to be a seeker on 
spiritual path, the conflicts that this entails in respec 
of society and everyday life. And, from the 
complementary viewpoint, it examines how some 
teachers defy accepted conventions of morality and 
conduct in order to break down the conditioning wh 
obstructs progress. It also explodes the myth that 
enlightenment somehow catapults one to superhum. 
status. Gaining Self-knowledge, and having the skill 
and wish to pass this on to others, unfortunately doe 
not always mean that one is no longer prone to hum, 
failings! If you are a seeker of truth, you will inevitak 
be interested in all of these aspects. With the 
background of his own search with Osho and other 
teachers, his meticulously researched investigation < 
his intelligent appraisal of both facts and myth, P.T. 
Mistlberger presents a veritable feast for your 
enjoyment and instruction! Dennis Waite, author 
The Book of One and Back to the Truth 
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(I plan in the future to write in some detail about my own life story, which contains more than its 
share of 'crazy wisdom’ (not to mention both breakthrough, and outright folly), and a journey 
that has enabled me to be part of some very dramatic matters, but I have, let us say, a few more 


books to get out of my system first). 
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Mistlberger's work is a fascinating (and at times 
painfully candid) examination of three of the twenti« 
century's most under-appreciated, maligned, and 


misunderstood holy men. Lon Milo DuQuette, 
author of The Magick of Aleister Crowley 


Mistlberger has written a very interesting book on 
three extraordinary people most people would not 
think to link up. He has certainly done his homewor. 
John Anthony West, author of Serpent in the Sky 
The High Wisdom of Ancient Egypt 


Osho, G.I. Gurdjieff and Aleister Crowley are 
‘dangerous Magi' because their teachings were 
provocative and confrontational and require discern 
interpretation. As metaphysical guru-figures, all thre 
were capable of damaging their followers as well as 
providing them with profound spiritual insights. P.T 
Mistlberger has personal experiential knowledge of 1 
three esoteric paths pioneered by these Magi. In this 
excellent book he explains why all three have 
contributed to the perennial wisdom tradition despil 
the controversy associated with their teachings. The 
Three Dangerous Mag1 is thoroughly researched an 
accessibly written and I recommend it unreservedly. 
Nevill Drury, Ph.D, author of The New Age: the 
History of a Movement and Stealing Fire from 
Heaven: the Rise of Modern Western Magic 


The Three Dangerous Mag1 is a must read/devour fi 
those who have a penchant for Crazy Wisdom's top 
‘unframers'! Mistlberger unravels and makes the thr 
rascal awakeners come alive in all of their 
unconventional glory. This book itself is dangerous f 
those who find shelter in the known, the safe and the 
road well worn. It also is a call for safety in the 
unknowable. Be ready to be stirred to the core, turne 
upside down and fit together again in new ways. 
Satyen Raja, author of Living Ecstasy and founder 
WarriorSage Trainings 
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